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Outline 

• Definitions of extremism and disinformation 

• We should focus on the radical right because this is the center 
of extremism and disinformation in our societies. 

• Three key issues: 
• Racial Identity 

• Freedom of Speech 

• Political Communication 

• How do we fight back? 

 



Extremism 

• Extremist ideology: “a collection of texts 
that describe who is part of the in-group, who 
is part of an out-group, and how the in-group 
should interact with the outgroup”  

• Extremism: “belief that an in-group’s 
success or survival can never be separated 
from the need for hostile action against an 
out-group. The hostile action must be part of 
the in-group’s definition of success. Hostile 
acts can range from verbal attacks and 
diminishment to discriminatory behavior, 
violence, and even genocide” 



Imaginaries: the Red Pill & white genocide 



Disinformation 

• “Disinformation as defined here includes forms of speech that fall 
outside already illegal forms of speech, notably defamation, hate 
speech, incitement to violence, etc. but can nonetheless be 
harmful. It is a problem of actors—state or non- state political 
actors, for-profit actors, citizens individually or in groups—as well 
as infrastructures of circulation and amplification through news 
media, platforms, and underlying networks, protocols and 
algorithms” (European Commission, A multi-dimensional approach 
to disinformation, 2018). 

• Disinformation is not limited to state actors. As Rone (2019) and 
Bennett and Livingston (2018) note, the radical right, Brexit, and 
Trump campaigns all outpace the activity of the Russian Internet 
Research Agency and were likely more effective. As Kim et al 
(2018) find, Facebook advertising acts as the “stealth media” 
which prevents transparent identification of advertising. 



Stealth Media, Disinformation, & Extremism 

• “ads on immigration and nationalism 
were particularly salient and intensively 
focused on white voters. Our results 
clearly demonstrate that data-driven 
political campaigns are adopted not just 
by resourceful political parties (Hersh, 
2015; Kreiss, 2016), but also relatively 
low-resourced groups (Karpf, 
2016…the system [enables] deliberate 
operations of political campaigns with 
undisclosed sponsors/sources, furtive 
messaging of divisive issues, and 
imperceptible targeting?” (Kim et al, 
2018). 

 



extremism disinformation 



Racial Identity: Synthetic White Victimhood 



“in America today, post-civil-rights 

legislation, white people’s 

conviction of their natural 

superiority is being lost. Rapidly 

lost. There are “people of color” 

everywhere, threatening to erase 

this long-understood definition of 

America. And what then? Another 

black President? A predominantly 

black Senate? Three black Supreme 

Court Justices?” 

 

Toni Morrison, 2016 



we are prepared to take the country back from the sjw 

[social justice warrior] filth that are destroying it!! I love 

God, friends, and country, and will take a bullet for 

them!   
(Twitter user description, slightly modified) 



White identity politics aspires for the return of the institutional 
recognition of their superiority over others. What is termed “identity 
politics” (often as a pejorative) strives for the institutional recognition 
of the equality and dignity of minorities. 
See Bhambra, G. (2017). Brexit, Trump, and ‘methodological whiteness’: on the misrecognition of race and class. The British 
Journal of Sociology, 68 (S1), S214–S232. 

 

Only one set of claims is morally acceptable. But what has happened is 
that white identity politics constantly claims its own victimhood in 
order to camouflage its extremism as a righteous struggle for equality. 

 



Weaponization of Freedom of Speech 

“Let them call you racists. Let them call you 

xenophobes. Let them call you nativists. Wear it 

as a badge of honor.” 

 
Steve Bannon, 11 March 2018, to National Front 



Political Communication 



Left: ads on Facebook by 

Britain First and identitarians 

Right: Network graph of 

interests targeted by Russian 

IRA in US, 2015-2017 

Facebook Facilitates Disinformation 
(and Russia exploited an existing ecosystem) 



• What we don’t know is how they overlap—because we don’t have an 
ads archive! 



Broader typology of harm? 

• Direct Violence 
• Hate Crime 

• Structural Violence  
(a great start on Islamophobia here is work by Irene Zempi, 
Neil Chakraborti, Chris Allen, and Imran Awan) 

• Discrimination 

• Alienation and anxiety 

• Trauma 



Taking Care of Extremism 

• We should not be afraid to balance the freedom of expression with the fundamental rights 
of dignity and a life free from fear. I did not speak much about work on victims of white 
identity politics, but those who bear the effect of its hate and hostility should be first on our 
minds when we conceive a response, not the media outlets, politicians, and “moral 
entrepreneurs” that claim their oppression. 

• Does the free speech argument reinforce white supremacy by claiming that the (white) 
entitlement to offend is greater than another’s entitlement to live free from fear? 

 



Speculative Mapping of Extremism and Disinformation System 


