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“Violent jihadism is an ideology to which a 
large number of widely dispersed groups 
subscribe. Today, most journalists, policy 
analysts, and researchers are focused on the 
online activity of just one group that 
subscribes to this ideology: IS; a host of other 
violent jihadi groups are active online, 
however, and thus also warrant attention” 
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“…a lot more comparative research needs to 
get underway within and across online 
platforms, particularly social media …[I]t’s 
not just high profile social media platforms 
that are integral to violent extremist online 
networks, but a host of other file, text, and 
video upload sites are also crucial nodes as 
are a diversity of other” 





New Research 

This research seeks to do three things: 

1. Go beyond IS  + HTS, Ahrar al-
Sham 

2. Beyond Twitter Out-link analysis 

3. Explore structures/workings of the 
Internet and their effects 

 

 



Methodology: Detailed Flow 



Data  
Accounts active on Twitter during some or all of 14-month 
period between 1 November 2017 and 26 March, 2018 



Major Findings: Disruption  

 

 

 

 

 

• Different groups subject to very different levels of 
disruption  ‘Differential Disruption’ 

• Empowers some groups vs. others (e.g. IS vs. HTS)  

 



 
 

Different Types of Accounts 
 
• IS = throwaway accounts 

• HTS = ‘fan’ or supporter accounts 

• Ahrar = group’s official accounts, 
accounts of their official 
representatives, semi-official 
accounts, and ‘fan’ or supporter 
accounts 
 



Major Findings:  
Out-link Analysis  

1. Social media dominant (66%) — 
esp major companies  
YouTube, Facebook  

2. Websites also important (17%)  

3. Content upload sites also feature 
(6%) — for IS (44%) 



Findings: Out-link Analysis  

• Top 30 out-linked to spaces account for c.80 of all 
out-links, but with very long tail  

• YouTube prominent across the board, also other 
Google-owned spaces (Docs, Images, etc.)  

• Most websites = traditional media’s online 
offerings — probably even more than evidenced 
because a lot of content on e.g. Facebook could 
also be trad media content  

• Content upload sites = leaf nodes  not 
(internally) social, not searchable, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion  

• Differential disruption = unintended 
consequences  

• Ecology = branch of biology that deals 
with relations of organisms to one 
another and to their physical 
surroundings 

• Not just jihadi “social media ecology,” 
but “online ecology” 

 



 
 

5 November  
Engaging With Online Extremist 
Material: Experimental Evidence 
Zoey Reeve, VOX-Pol Research Fellow, 
 
12 November  
How Extreme is the European Far 
Right? 
Reem Ahmed, IFSH, University of 
Hamburg 


