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Introduction

Aim of this research:

* To Explore the online relationships between
Ulster loyalists and the British extreme right

 Why this focus?
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Case Selection & Methodology

Focus: Public Facebook pages
Why?

* This is where such groups tend to congregate

online, engaging in debate and organising
events

* |t's possible to ascertain the number of likes
for each page

* |t's possible to establish the degree of overlap
between support for various pages
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Case Selection & Methodology

Total Number of Likes of Each Page (As of 29 — 30 November 2017), and the Number

and Percentage of Likes Obtained
Total # Likes  # Likes Obtained % Likes Obtained

Loyalist Pages

Proud to be a Protestant Banter
Northern Ireland is British

PUL Media

Loyalist Defence League

The Loyalist

Exposing Islam — Northern Ireland 2
Extreme Right Pages

Britain First

British National Party

Infidels of Britain

Scottish Defence League 2
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60.6k 5,331 8.80
23.9k 14,376 60.16
19.8k 5,371 27.09
13.1k 9,362 71.30
10.8k 7,857 73.03
1.6k 1,206 74.54
1.9m 20,408 1.06
213.9k 4,831 2.26

83k 4,070 491
14.3k 4,211 29.45
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Results & Analysis
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Results & Analysis

Percentage of Users Who Like Multiple Loyalist Pages in the Dataset

Exposing LDL NIis British | | OteStNt | b1y Media | The Loyalist
Islam Banter

29068l 1.47 1.11 2.49 2.27 1.60
Islam
LDL 11.44 22.91 14.58 16.51 34.57
NI is British 13.18 35.18 21.05 25.02 37.66
PRI 11.03 8.30 7.80 20.46 10.81
Banter
PUL Media 10.12 9.47 9.35 20.62 15.83
The Loyalist 10.45 29.01 20.58 15.93 23.16
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Results & Analysis: Loyalist Pages

Protestant
Banter

PUL
Media

Ix\“_’;: ( -x"':
The Loyalist -
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Results & Analysis

Percentage of Users Who Like Multiple Extreme Right Pages in the Dataset

Britain First British National Infidels of Britain Scottish Defence
Party League

Britain First 19.58 14.67 5.03
British National 4.64 10.71 4.30
Party
Infidels of Britain 2.93 9.03 7.05
Scottish Defence 1.04 375 730
League
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Network Visualisation of Extreme

Right Pages

Infidels of
Britain

BNP

Britain
First

SDL
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Results and Analysis

Table 3. Percentage of Users Who Like Another Page in the Dataset

Brl-taln NP Exposing Inflc?eI? of DL N.I .|5 Protestant PUI_. SDL The.

First Islam Britain British Banter Media Loyalist
Britain First 19.58 15.51 14.67 3.67 2.45 10.05 7.28 5.03 3.65
BNP

4.64 6.72 10.71 2.32 0.91 3.25 2.18 4.30 1.43
Exposing Islam | o, 1.68 2.26 1.47 1.11 2.49 2.27 1.14 1.60
Infidels of 2.93 9.03 7.63 2.88 1.06 4.13 2.59 7.05 1.87
Britain
LDL

1.69 4.49 11.44 6.63 2291 14.58 16.51 1254 | 3457
Nlis British 1.72 2.71 13.18 3.76 35.18 21.05 25.02 6.06 37.66
HIATESET! 2.63 3.58 11.03 5.41 8.30 7.80 20.46 3.63 10.81
Banter
FLLIMzE 1.92 2.42 10.12 3.42 9.47 9.35 20.62 3.09 15.83
SDL

1.04 3.75 3.98 7.30 5.64 1.77 2.87 2.42 3.30
The Loyalist

1.41 2.32 10.45 3.61 29.01 20.58 15.93 23.16 6.15



Network Visualisation of Loyalist

and Extreme Right Pages
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Network Visualisation of Loyalist

and Extreme Right Pages
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Conclusion

Significant support for extreme right ideas/groups
within loyalism

Community control: potentially more difficult for
extreme right groups to establish themselves

Caveats to controlling loyalism internally, and the

barriers British extreme right organisations must

overcome

* Changing demographics in Ulster, increased
immigration, and Brexit will all impact future

relationships between Ulster loyalists and the extreme
right
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WHAT’S NEXT?
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