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BACKGROUND
• Considerable attention on the 

roles of men in the right-wing 
extremist (RWE) movement 
through their online discourse 

• Limited understanding of the 
role(s) women play: or 

?

How do women in the 
extreme right construct their 
role(s) in the movement through 
their online discourse?



OVERVIEW OF DATA AND METHODS



• 52,349 posts by 3,657 authors from 2007-2017 (~10 years)

Relevant Topics:
1. Men
2. Women
3. ‘Race-mixing’
4. Feminism
5. Extreme right activism
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…‘woman’, ‘girl’, ‘female’

…‘activism’, ‘activity’, ‘activities’
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associated with core words
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# Word Frequency
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2. *girl 1,074
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application
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associated with core words

# Word Frequency
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25. oi toy 6
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Body of Post Sentiment Score
1 What a lovely day to take a stroll with the ladies.
2 I hate all Black men!!!
3 See you later girl.

… …
99 I really don’t like this conservation about women.
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DATA AND METHODS

# Body of Post Score

876 I hate every single non-white…..

2 We must rise up against the non-whites who…

17 I’m so sick and tired of very immigrant thug…

414 When will these disguising immigrants stop…

…. ….

… ….

… …

19 I am very happy that everyone in the group…

523 What a wonderful day to spend with all of my…

4 Glad to support all the women and children…

668 My husband and family are the most amazing..

100 most 
neg. 
posts

100 most 
pos. 

posts
Five 

topics

X



KEY FINDINGS 

• The women’s forum was, by and large, treated 
as a support centre for women in 
the RWE movement

(1) INTROS AND 
SUPPORT

(2) RWE 
RELATIONSHIPS 
BETWEEN MEN 
AND WOMEN



KEY FINDINGS 

(1) Introductions and support:
• Very for women to: 

1. Introduce themselves by outlining their hobbies, daily 
activities, likes and dislikes 

2. Voice their support for the RWE movement in general and 
other RWE women and the women’s forum in particular 

• Sense of that many women feel, simply because 
they are in the movement
– On the forum: communicate with other women, free from 

judgements that they face offline
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• Very for women to: 

1. Introduce themselves by outlining their hobbies, daily 
activities, likes and dislikes 

2. Voice their support for the RWE movement in general and 
other RWE women and the women’s forum in particular 

• Sense of that many women feel, simply because 
they are in the movement
– On the forum: communicate with other women, free from 

judgements that they face offline

“Nice to see a lot of ladies from so many different 
countries about and posting, and loving the whole 
sisterhood vibe! What a great welcome. I'm trying 

to learn as much as I can about the movement since 
up until now I was feeling so alone in my views.” 

“You all seem like amazing women and I appreciate you all 
for staying true to your heritage and beliefs and making 

someone like me feel like I can do that and not feel 
ashamed of it."



KEY FINDINGS 

(2) RWE relationships between men and women:
• Discuss and seek support from other RWE women 

about 
1. Abusive male partners
2. The “perfect” male partner(s)

• Women expressed their responsibility to 
to: (1) defend themselves and (2) overcome 

misogynistic views by men online
– Men, however, in the movement were largely praised
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• Discuss and seek support from other RWE women 

about 
1. Abusive male partners
2. The “perfect” male partner(s)

• Women expressed their responsibility to 
to: (1) defend themselves and (2) overcome 

misogynistic views by men online
– Men, however, in the movement were largely praised

“…misogyny and hostility towards women is 
something that needs to be corrected. WN 

[White Nationalism] should be a movement for 
ALL white people - men and women alike - not 
just a club for aggressive, bitter men. If anyone 
needs to go it should be those men who cannot 

stop bashing women, and who hurt and 
marginalize us by scaring women off the site.”
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• Woman discuss how they are challenged by perceptions 
of their role in the movement:
1. Long-standing tradition in women at home 

and men in ‘traditional’ activist roles
– Importance of women at home as advocacy and activism

2. Complex/nuanced nature of women in “traditional” roles, 
especially those defined by their male counterparts

1. Recognize that gendered roles were not for everyone
2. Women have the right to choose and define their role
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2. Women have the right to choose and define their role

“I believe my role right now is to raise my 
babies to stand proud and follow their father 
into the fray. I will educate them and instill in 
them the core values of loyalty, strength and 

gentlemanly values so lacking in other races […] 
I love my role as wife, mother and housewife 
and only wish that I was able to devote more 

hours than I do to it. It's time that we stood up 
and said it's a wonderful thing to be.”



KEY FINDINGS 

(2) Recruiting more women to the RWE movement
• Discussions about the desperate need for female 

recruits, and their commitment to this initiative
– A cohesive ‘sisterhood’ that appreciates the of ways 

they can be part of the movement and recruit new women
– Women tone down “testosterone-ridden macho-men”

• RWE men who promote are 
problematic in attracting new women
– Male discourses (suggesting that women only serve one 

role) hinders the ability to attract new women
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recruits, and their commitment to this initiative
– A cohesive ‘sisterhood’ that appreciates the of ways 

they can be part of the movement and recruit new women
– Women tone down “testosterone-ridden macho-men”

• RWE men who promote are 
problematic in attracting new women
– Male discourses (suggesting that women only serve one 

role) hinders the ability to attract new women

“Being new here [to The Women’s Forum] I'll 

tell you what WOULDN'T attract more 

women to WN. The whole women are just 

here to have kids and that's the only 

contribution they can make outlook some 

people here seem to have, and the ones who 

choose not to (for whatever reason) are 

looked down upon."
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• Growing that whites, “a superior race both 

genetically and culturally”, are being “bred out of 
existence”
– Oftentimes spoken of using terms such as “species 

endangerment” and “extinction”

• The threat, of in particular, is central to 
much of the ‘race-mixing’ discourse
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• The threat, of in particular, is central to 
much of the ‘race-mixing’ discourse

“…[Blacks’] front cortex isn’t as developed, 
their impulse control centers minimal with 
limited deductive reasoning ability (if any). 

They are predator animals, only bend on 
eating when hungry, having sex when in 

heat, and existing until the next moment of 
either."



KEY FINDINGS 

(2) Impact of race-mixing on the white race, and 
education:
• Race-mixing “pollutes” white genes and culture, and it’s 

the role of women to about this threat

• Women describe ways for them to respond to the 
threat:
1. Highlight the importance of self-protection from attack 

and rape
2. Encourage other women to to protect 

their families
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(2) Impact of race-mixing on the white race, and 
education:
• Race-mixing “pollutes” white genes and culture, and it’s 

the role of women to about this threat

• Women describe ways for them to respond to the 
threat:
1. Highlight the importance of self-protection from attack 

and rape
2. Encourage other women to to protect 

their families

“You are a female WN and do not own a gun? 
WTF are you thinking??? Go to your local 

gunstore, buy a gun, and buy at least 50 rounds 
of ammo for that gun, like tomorrow! […] If you 
are married and have a man, do you think your 
man can be around you for 24/7/365? The feral 
beast has already said what they intend to do. 

What are you doing? Sitting around and 
waiting? to be shot and raped?”



CONCLUSION

• Women place value on their roles in the RWE 
movement
1. Recognize their role as and 
2. Conceptualize their roles in ways in which they define, rather 

than how (misogynistic) men or others define or judge them
3. Believe they, as a , are in a unique position to recruit 

other women and can protect themselves and their families

• Rethink how ‘activism’ is operationalized by RWE 
women
– Move beyond women’s activism at home as a secondary or 

“supportive” function to men’s roles in the movement
• Perceive these to the survival of the white race



MOVING FORWARD

• Explore women’s discussions across the broader forum
• SNA: Identify key players, brokers, those on the periphery, and 

the structure of the network
• Temporal analysis: Assess the change in users’ discussions over 

time (month/year)
• Platform comparisons: online communications on forums 

versus other platforms (e.g., Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
Reddit)

• Movement comparisons: Discourse by women of the extreme 
right VS Islamist VS left-wing VS single issue
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