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Context…	  



Gill	  et	  al,	  2014	  

•  The	  study	  came	  to	  7	  main	  conclusions…	  
•  1.	  No	  lone	  actor	  terrorist	  profile	  
•  2.	  Generally,	  other	  people	  knew	  of	  the	  plot	  
•  3.	  No	  single	  route	  into	  lone	  actor	  terrorism	  
•  4.	  Detectable	  range	  of	  behaviours	  
•  5.	  Not	  all	  socially	  isolated	  
•  6.	  Differences	  between	  sub-‐types	  incl.	  ideology	  
•  7.	  Rarely	  sudden	  &	  impulsive	  
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Gill	  et	  al,	  2014	  –	  Findings	  Related	  to	  Virtual	  
AcWviWes	  
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Virtual	  AcWviWes	  

•  Why	  engage	  in	  virtual	  interacWon?	  
•  Why	  engage	  in	  virtual	  learning?	  
	  
•  Drawbacks?	  

•  Are	  these	  drawbacks	  apparent	  in	  face-‐to-‐face	  
interacWons?	  

11/12/2014	  



Lone-‐Actor	  Terrorism	  &	  The	  
Internet	  

•  Finding	  1	  –	  Internet	  not	  related	  to	  a	  linear	  rise	  
in	  lone-‐actor	  terrorism	  
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•  Finding	  2	  –	  However,	  it	  appears	  there	  is	  a	  
subsWtuWon	  effect	  at	  play	  
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What	  differences	  might	  we	  expect	  
between…	  

•  Lone	  actors	  who	  learnt	  online	  vs.	  those	  who	  
did	  not?	  

•  Lone	  actors	  who	  interacted	  online	  vs.	  those	  
who	  did	  not?	  

•  In	  terms	  of	  demographics	  &	  other	  behaviours	  
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What	  we	  found…Finding	  3	  

•  Those	  who	  learnt	  through	  virtual	  sources…	  
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•  Younger	  
•  No	  criminal	  

convicWon	  
•  AQ-‐inspired	  
•  Religious	  convert	  
•  No	  mental	  illness	  
•  No	  history	  of	  

violence	  

•  No	  mil	  experience	  
•  Sought	  legiWmizaWon	  
•  Accessed	  Bomb	  

Manuals	  
•  Tried	  to	  recruit	  others	  
•  Indiscriminate	  target	  
•  Failed	  to	  conduct	  

adack	  



What	  we	  found…Finding	  4	  

•  Those	  who	  interacted	  through	  virtual	  sources…	  
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•  Made	  Verbal	  
Statements	  to	  
Others	  About	  Intent	  

•  Recently	  Joined	  a	  
Wider	  Movement	  

•  Interacted	  with	  
Others	  Face-‐to-‐Face	  

•  No	  mil	  experience	  
•  Sought	  legiWmizaWon	  
•  Accessed	  Bomb	  

Manuals	  
•  Tried	  to	  recruit	  others	  
•  Indiscriminate	  target	  
•  Failed	  to	  conduct	  

adack	  



Where	  next…?	  

•  Are	  there	  parWcular	  quesWons	  we	  should	  be	  
asking	  that	  could	  help	  inform	  pracWce	  with	  
regards	  to	  lone	  actors?	  
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